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The reaction of molecular oxygen with palladium(0) centers is a key step in Pd-catalyzed aerobic oxidation reactions.
The present study provides a density functional theory (DFT) computational analysis of the mechanism and electronic
structural features of the reversible, associative exchange between O2 and ethylene at an ethylenediamine (en)-
coordinated palladium(0) center. Salient features of the mechanism include: (1) the near thermoneutrality of the O2-
alkene exchange reaction, consistent with experimentally observed reversible exchange between O2 and alkenes at
well-defined Pd centers, (2) end-on activation of triplet O2 at an apical site of the trigonal Pd0 center, resulting in
formation of a PdI(η1-superoxide) species, (3) rearrangement of the PdI(η1-superoxide) species into a pseudo-
octahedral (en)Pd(η2-O2)(η

2-C2H4) species with concomitant crossing from the triplet to singlet energy surfaces, and
(4) release of alkene from an axial face of (en)PdII(η2-peroxo)with a geometry in which the alkene leaves with an end-
on trajectory (involving an interaction of the Pd dz2 and alkene π* orbitals). This study highlights the similar reactivity
and reaction pathways of alkenes and O2 with an electron-rich metal center, despite the different ground-state
electronic configurations of these molecules (closed-shell singlet and open-shell triplet, respectively).

Introduction

Palladium(II)-catalyzed oxidation reactions have a rich
history in the field of transition-metal chemistry and cata-
lysis, and they continue to emerge as valuablemethods for the
selective oxidation of organic molecules.1 In many cases, these
reactions proceed by a two-stage oxidase-style mechanism
depicted schematically in Scheme1.According to thismechan-
ism, PdII mediates the two-electron oxidation of an organic
substrate, resulting in the formation of Pd0 and 2 equiv of Hþ.
The PdII catalyst is regenerated by oxidation of Pd0 with an
oxidant. Copper(II) salts and p-benzoquinone are among the
most widely used oxidants, but increasing attention has
focused on methods capable of using O2 as the sole stoichio-
metric oxidant.2 Despite recent advances in the development
of direct dioxygen-coupled Pd-catalyzed oxidation reactions,
limitations remain, and many reactions still require the use of
oxidants other than O2. In this context, the mechanism of
direct oxidation of reduced Pd species by molecular oxygen
has been the subject of considerable study by us and others.3,4

The reaction of O2 with catalytically relevant Pd0 model
complexes has been a major area of emphasis.5

Bathocuproine (bc=2,9-dimethyl-4,7-diphenyl-1,10-phe-
nanthroline) is a chelating nitrogen ligand that has been
employed inoxidase-typePd-catalyzedmethods for producing
H2O2 from molecular oxygen in the presence of sacrificial
reductants (Scheme 1: SubH2 = CO/H2O or RCH2OH).6

These results provided the inspiration for our previous studies,
in which we investigated the reactions of molecular oxygen
with well-defined (bc)Pd0(η2-alkene) complexes, 1 and 2X

(eqs 1 and 2),3a,7 which yield the η2-peroxo complex (bc)PdII-
(η2-O2) (3) [alkene = dibenzylideneacetone, dba, or para-
substituted β-nitrostyrene derivatives, nsX].3a,d

Kinetic studies of the reaction of O2 with (bc)Pd0(dba)
(1) revealed the presence of a bimolecular rate law,
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rate = k[1] 3 [O2], and a large negative entropy of activa-
tion,ΔSq=-43 e.u.7a These results contrasted the pathways

that have been observed for oxidative addition of aryl halides
to relatedL2Pd

0-dba complexes, which exhibit dissociative or
parallel associative/dissociative pathways.8AHammett anal-
ysis of kfor for oxygenation of complexes 2X (eq 2) revealed
that electron-donating substituents enhance the rate of the
reaction, as expected for a reaction involving “oxidative addi-
tion” of O2 to the Pd

0 center. Finally, the reactions ofO2 with
2Xwere shown to be approximately thermoneutral. Addition
of excess nsX to the peroxo-PdII species 3 resulted in displace-
ment of O2 from the PdII center and formation of the Pd0-
alkene complex (krev, eq 2).9 The mechanistic observations
for O2-alkene exchange closely resemble independent results
obtained from the study of alkene-alkene exchange at Pd0-
alkene complexes (eq 3).7b Collectively, the results draw atten-
tion to the distinct similarity between the reactivity of electron-
deficient alkenes and molecular oxygen at closed-shell Pd
centers, a similarity that belies the fundamental difference
between the electronic structure of the two substrates: olefins
have well-defined donor (filled π) and acceptor (empty π*)
orbitals, whereas dioxygen has two singly occupiedπ* orbitals
resulting in a triplet electronic ground-state.

In our initial effort to elucidate the electronic structural
principles underlying the reaction of triplet O2 with closed-
shell singlet Pd0 centers, we employeddensity functional theory
(DFT) computational methods to investigate the pathway for
reaction of a simple (en)Pd0 (en = ethylenediamine) frag-
ment with O2.

3b,10 The results of this initial study revealed
that dioxygen reacts with Pd0 by a stepwise process, sum-
marized in eq 4: (1) initial formation of a triplet η1-superoxo-
PdI adduct, (2) spin-crossover from the triplet to the singlet
surface, and (3) collapse of the singlet η1-superoxo-Pd(I) adduct
into an η2-peroxo-Pd(II) complex.11 Delocalization of spin
density from triplet-O2 onto the palladium center in the first
step reduces the exchange interactionbetween theunpaired spins
and facilitates crossover from the triplet to singlet surface. Spin-
crossover at the minimum-energy crossing point (MECP)
enables formation of the second Pd-O bond, which leads to
the singlet η2-peroxo-PdII complex. In the present study, we
expand upon these preliminary results by investigating the
reaction of O2 with (en)Pd(η2-C2H4), 4, a complex that
more closely resembles the Pd0-alkene complexes that have
been the focus of experimental investigations. The results
outlined below provide valuable electronic structural in-
sights into the similarities and differences between reac-
tions of O2 and alkenes with Pd0.

Computational Methods

All calculations were performed using spin-unrestricted
density functional theory (UDFT)12 as implemented in the

Scheme 1. General Catalytic Cycle for PdII-Catalyzed Oxidation Re-
actions
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Gaussian98 andGaussian 03 electronic structure packages.13

Our computational model system employed the ethylenedia-
mine ligand (en) on the basis of geometric and energetic
comparison with other diamine and diimine-based ligand
systems (Supporting Information, Figure S1 and Table S1).
The hybrid exchange functional, B3LYP,14 was identified as
the optimal functional based on the energetics of oxygenation
as well as the optimized geometry of triplet O2 (Supporting
Information, Table S2).15 The basis set used for all calcula-
tions was composed of the Stuttgart RSC 1997 ECP16 for Pd,
and the all-electron 6-311þþG(d,p)17 basis for all other
atoms. Natural Bond Orbital (NBO) methods, as implemen-
ted in NBO 5.0 and 5.9,18,19 were used to determine natural
charges, spin densities, and Wiberg bond indices from con-
verged spin-unrestricted density matrices.20

Full geometry optimizations were carried out in internal
coordinates using the default Berny algorithm within Gauss-
ian 03.21 Relaxed total energy surface scans, in which all
coordinateswere optimizedwith the exception of the scanned
metrical parameter, were carried out with Gaussian 98.
Transition states were optimized using standard methods,
and were followed by IRC calculations to verify that the
transition state corresponds to the appropriate reactant/
product potential energy surface.22 Normal-mode analyses
were performed at fully optimized geometries and transition
states, confirming that each optimized minimum has zero
imaginary frequencies and eachoptimized transition statehas
exactly one imaginary frequency. All geometry optimization
and normal-mode calculations were performed with a polar-
izable continuummodel (PCM) tomimic the solvation effect
of the reaction medium. Zero-point energy, thermal correc-
tions, and entropic corrections were estimated from the
calculated frequencies.
Dipole-PCM (DPCM),23,24 default in Gaussian 98, was

used to initiate these studies; the integral-equation-formalism
PCM (IEF-PCM),25 default in Gaussian 03, was used to
complete the studies. All geometries and energies reported,
except where otherwise noted, are based on the latter solva-
tion model. These calculations were used to predict the
solvation free energy under experimental reaction conditions
(i.e., CH2Cl2 solvent at 25 �C (298 K)). The solvation cavity
was generated using UA0 radii with a scaling factor of 1.2.
The physical characteristics of CH2Cl2 were defined using a
dielectric constant of 8.93 and solvent probe radius of 2.27 Å.
We report both solvation-corrected total energies (ΔEsol)

(eq 5) and Gibbs’ free energies at 298 K (ΔG298K) (eqs 5-8).
The entropy (S) is determined using gas-phase (1 atm) stan-
dard-state conditions. This necessitates that an additional
energy correction (Scorr), added to the translation entropy
component of the gas-phase entropy, be applied to convert to
solution (1M) standard-state conditions (eq 8) where n=no.

Esol ¼ Etot þGsol ð5Þ

H298K ¼ Esol þ
X
i

1

2
hvi þ

X
i

hvi

ehvi=kBT - 1
þ n

2
kBT ð6Þ

of rotational and translational modes

G298K ¼ H298KþT 3SþT 3Scorr ð7Þ

Scorr ¼ R 3 ln
R 3T
P

� �
ð8Þ

The electronic configuration of converged SCFwave func-
tions was confirmed by two methods: first, the value of ÆS2æ,
which is∼1.0 for spin-contaminatedopen-shell singlet (OSS),
0.0 for closed-shell singlet (CSS), and ∼2.0 for open-shell
triplet (OST); and second, natural spin densities and Lewis
structures. Spin-projection corrections were applied to the
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spin-contaminated OSS total energy (1EUDFT) to obtain the
spin-corrected (SC) OSS total energy (1ESC) following the
methodofYamaguchi et al. to estimate the extent of triplet spin
contamination in the OSS total energy (eqs 9 and 10).26 This
method yields a reasonable correction to the energy difference
between the spin-contaminated wave function of the first
excited state (1Δg) and triplet ground state (

3Σg
-) ofdioxygen.27

1ESC ¼ 1EUDFT þ fSC½1EUDFT - 3EDFT � ð9Þ
where

fSC �
1ÆS2æ

3ÆS2æ- 1ÆS2æ
ð10Þ

The MECP, between solvated singlet and triplet surfaces,
was estimated by allowing the high-energy OST configura-
tion of the CSS intermediate (e.g., 5 3C2H4) to relax to the
ground-state OST configuration. At select geometries along
the OST minimum energy path, SCF calculations specifying
an unrestricted singlet configuration were carried out. The
intersection of the resulting paths led to an approximate
MECP geometry (Figure 1). These coordinates were then
used as the starting point for the seam-search method of
Harvey et al. with Gaussian 98.28 This calculation included
DPCM solvation during the optimization procedure. IEF-
PCM single-point energy calculations were performed at the
optimized MECP geometry. At the geometry-optimized
MECP, the triplet-singlet energy gap is calculated to be less
than 0.1 kcal/mol. Normal-mode analyses and the corre-
sponding thermochemical corrections were not calculated
explicitly at the MECP; nevertheless, an estimate was ob-
tained using the thermal and entropic contributions calcu-
lated for the geometrically similar transition state [4 3O2]

TS.29

Results and Discussion

Structure of Pd(η2-alkene) and Pd(η2-peroxo) Model
Complexes. We initiated our studies by optimizing the
ground-state structure of (en)Pd(η2-C2H4), 4. The Pd0-

ethylene complex 4 resembles the complexes (bc)Pd(dba),
1, and (bc)Pd(nsX), 2X, which have been the focus of our
experimental investigations.30,31Ground-state-optimized
structures of the model complexes (en)Pd(η2-C2H4), 4,
and (en)Pd(η2-O2), 5, are in excellent agreement with the
corresponding experimental complexes. For example, the
C-C bond length of the coordinated alkenes is 1.427(14)
Å (2H) and 1.42 Å (4), and the O-O bond length of the
activatedO2 (peroxo)moieties is 1.415(15) Å (3) and 1.42 Å
(5). Ametrical comparison of 4 and 5 is shown in Figure 2.
The intermediate length of the C-C bond, relative to

free ethylene (1.34 Å) and free ethane (1.54 Å),32 in these
and related late-transition-metal complexes reflects sub-
stantial back-bonding from the zerovalent Pd0 center into
the unfilled π* orbital of the alkene.33,34 Thus, the obser-
ved structure of 4, as well as other Pd0-alkene complexes,
is best described as intermediate between the trigonal Pd0-
ethylene and square-planar PdII-metallacyclopropane
resonance structures (eq 11).35 Consistent with this de-
scription, natural charge (NC) analysis reveals substan-
tial charge transfer from the (en)Pd fragment to ethylene:
NC = -0.32 for ethylene, þ0.32 for (en)Pd.

The structure of complex 5 features a lengthened O-O
bond (1.42 Å), which is intermediate between the bond

Figure 1. Location of an approximate MECP structure where intersys-
tem spin-crossing is predicted.

Figure 2. Ball-and-stick structures andmetrics of the calculated ground-
state complexes (en)Pd(C2H4), 4, and (en)Pd(η2-O2), 5.

(26) (a) Yamaguchi, K.; Jensen, F.; Dorigo, A.; Houk, K. N.Chem. Phys.
Lett. 1988, 149, 537–542. (b) Yamanaka, S.; Kawakami, T.; Nagao, H.;
Yamaguchi, K. Chem. Phys. Lett. 1994, 231, 25–33.
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lengths of superoxide anion (1.33 Å) and peroxide dia-
nion (1.49 Å).36 Unlike the resonance formulation of Pd-
alkene complexes, complex 5 is best described as a
peroxo-PdII species possessing two covalent Pd-O
bonds.37 This description is supported further by a sub-
stantial increase of positive charge, NC = þ1.04, on the
(en)Pd fragment in 5, relative to that in 4 (NC= þ0.32).

Thermodynamics of Oxygenation of Palladium-Ethy-
lene Derivatives. The free energy of oxygenation of 4 is
calculated to be-6.4 kcal/mol (eq 12). This relatively low
driving force for the reaction is in accord with our
previous experimental observations that electron-defi-
cient alkenes, such as the nsX derivatives in eq 2, are
capable of displacing O2 from the Pd center (krev, eq 2).9

Mechanism of Ethylene/Dioxygen Substitution at Pal-
ladium: Overview. The oxygenation of 4 is initiated by an
end-on approach of dioxygen at an axial-coordination
site on the proximal face of the Pd center (Figure 3). The
reaction occurs by single-electron transfer from Pd to O2,
yielding an η1-superoxo-PdI intermediate (4 3O2). The
formation of 4 3O2 is energetically favored by 5.4 kcal/
mol on the open-shell-triplet (OST) total-energy surface;
however, the intermediate is calculated to be uphill on the
free-energy surface, owing to the entropic cost of the
reaction. The open-shell-singlet (OSS) electronic state at
theOST-optimized geometry is calculated to be 15.6 kcal/
mol higher in energy than the OST electronic state (cf.,
20.6 kcal/mol for dioxygen’s calculated singlet, 1Δg,
excited-state energy). TheOST surface increases in energy
after intermediate 4 3O2, as the distal oxygen atom is
brought into proximity to the Pd center. This motion also
causes the triplet and singlet spin-surfaces to merge at the
MECP, where the energies of the two spin states are iden-
tical for the same geometry. Upon undergoing intersystem
crossing at theMECP the axial superoxide ligand of 4 3O2

shifts toward an equatorial coordination site, vacating an

axial coordination site of Pd to enable interactionwith the
distal oxygen of the η1-superoxide ligand. (Note: Here
and elsewhere, “equatorial” ligands are defined as those
in the plane of the N-Pd-N atoms.) The geometric re-
arrangement about the Pd-coordination sphere facilitates
the second single-electron transfer from Pd to O2 and
results in formation of an η2-peroxo-Pd intermediate
(5 3C2H4) that is nearly 20 kcal/mol more stable on the
CSS surface relative to the OST surface. Intermediate
5 3C2H4 is stabilized slightly relative to the initial reac-
tants on the total-energy surface (-1.3 kcal/mol), but it
remains uphill on the free-energy surface (ΔG�=12.5 kcal/
mol). In the final step of the associative substitution
reaction, the ethylene molecule dissociates from the Pd
center via transition state [5/C2H4]

TS to yield complex 5
and free ethylene. The free energy of activation (ΔGq)
arising from [5/C2H4]

TS is 19.0 kcal/mol. This value is
higher than theMECP, suggesting that ethylene dissocia-
tion is the rate-limiting barrier for the overall transforma-
tion. The calculated free energy of activation, based on [5/
C2H4]

TS, is reasonably close to the experimental value
(ΔGq = 21.4 kcal/mol) obtained from the temperature
dependence of the rate of oxygenation of (bc)Pd(η2-dba),
1.3a,d In the following sections, we present a more-thor-
ough analysis of the species identified in Figure 3.

Intermediate 4 3O2.Molecular oxygen reacts with com-
plex 4 to yield intermediate 4 3O2, which features a dioxy-
gen ligand bound end-on at the axial face of the trigonal
plane of complex 4 (Figure 4). The O-Obond is elongated
(1.28 Å) in4 3O2 relative to free dioxygen (1.21 Å), but is not
as long as that observed in the one-electron-reduced, pro-
tonated superoxide radical (1.30 Å).38 The side-on-coordi-
nated ethylenemolecule is essentially unaltered, with a very
slightly shortenedC-Cbond length (0.01 Å) relative to 4.
This adduct is geometrically similar to an isoelectronic,

Figure 3. DFT-derived mechanism for associative oxygenation of (en)Pd(η2-C2H4), 4. The total energy in CH2Cl2 is presented in brackets {ΔEsol}.

Figure 4. Ball-and-stick models of triplet η1-superoxo-PdI intermediate
4 3O2. Hydrogen atoms have been removed from the en ligand for clarity.

(36) Cotton, F. A.; Wilkinson, G.; Murillo, C. A.; Bochmann, M.
Advanced Inorganic Chemistry; 6th ed.; Wiley: New York, 1999; p 450.

(37) For a more thorough discussion of bonding in late-transition-metal
peroxide complexes, see: Cramer, C. J.; Tolman, W. B.; Theopold, K. H.;
Rheingold, A. L. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 2003, 100, 3635–3640.
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trigonal pyramidal CuII(η1-superoxide) intermediate cal-
culated by Cramer and Tolman along the pathway for the
associative oxygenation of a (β-diketiminate)CuI(THF)
complex.10c,39

The lowest energy state of 4 3O2 has a triplet electronic
configuration, which mirrors the ground-state electronic
configuration of free dioxygen. However, the intermedi-
ate length of the O-O bond in 4 3O2 suggests that the
dioxygen moiety has been reduced via charge transfer
from the Pd center. Analysis of the natural spin-density
(NSD) of theOST configuration reveals that the unpaired
spin is delocalized over the dioxygen moiety (OR = 0.79
and Oβ=0.69) and Pd center (0.48). Visualization of the
NSD suggests that one of the two unpaired electrons is
accommodated by a 2-center, 3-electron bonding inter-
action between a Pd-based d-orbital with approximately
dz2 character and the π||* orbital of O2 (Figure 5). The
second unpaired electron remains localized in the other
π^* orbital of O2, whichmaintains exchange stabilization
and the observed lower energy OST state.
The electronic structure of OST intermediate 4 3O2 is

described as a resonance between a Pd0-dioxygen and
biradical-PdI(η1-O2) species (Figure 5). The latter electro-
nic configuration reflects the observed lengthening of the
O-O bond in 4 3O2 as well as the unpaired spin-density
residing on the Pd center, and thus represents the major
resonance contribution. Natural-charge (NC) analysis
indicates substantial positive charge build-up in the
(en)Pd fragment of 4 3O2 relative to complex 4 (þ0.75
and þ0.32, respectively). The ethylene ligand is also
found to retain a significant negative charge upon co-
ordination of O2 (NC=-0.32 and-0.27 in complexes 4
and 4 3O2, respectively). These observations support the
formal oxidation state assignment for Pd as þ1.

Minimum-Energy Crossing Point. As expected, the
coordination geometry of the MECP (Figure 6) is inter-
mediate between OST intermediate 4 3O2 and CSS inter-
mediate 5 3C2H4. Specifically, the length of the O-O
bond (1.33 Å) reflects the one-electron reduced super-
oxide character of the dioxygen moiety; whereas, the
length of the Pd-Oβ interaction (2.47 Å) and the slippage
of the ethylene molecule to an axial/equatorial coordina-
tion geometry is approaching the pseudo-octahedral geo-
metry evident in 5 3C2H4 (vide infra). This ligand
reorganization leads to improved orbital overlap between
a singly occupied molecular orbital localized on Pd and
the singly occupied π^* orbital on the O2 moiety.

Intermediate 5 3C2H4 and Transition State [5/C2H4]
TS.

After accessing the MECP, the CSS and OST surfaces

diverge in energy. The CSS surface becomes more stable
and leads to the formation of metastable intermediate
5 3C2H4 ligated by both ethylene and dioxygen molecules
(Figure 7). The geometry of the intermediate features
a six-coordinate ligand environment in which the equa-
torial Pd-O and Pd-C bond lengths (1.99 Å and 2.15 Å,
respectively) are shorter than the corresponding axial
Pd-O and Pd-C bond lengths (2.18 Å and 2.19 Å,
respectively). This geometric arrangement resembles an
octahedral ligand field. The O-O and C-C bonds (both
1.39 Å) are lengthened relative to free dioxygen (1.21 Å)
and ethylene (1.34 Å) reflecting the reduced nature of
both molecules. The resonance limit of this bonding
description corresponds to a PdIV-type electronic con-
figuration (i.e., (η2-peroxo)PdIV-metallacyclopropane)
(eq 13).

Formation of product 5 occurs via dissociation of
ethylene from the axial face of the Pd-complex via
transition-state [5/C2H4]

TS. The Pd-C bond lengths are
similar (2.47 and 2.54 Å), and the shortened C-C bond
length (1.35 Å) reflects oxidation of the ethylene fragment
relative to intermediate 5 3C2H4 (Figure 7). To better
understand the electronic effects along the CSS surface
connecting intermediate 5 3C2H4 and PdII(η2-O2) 5, we

Figure 5. Natural-spin-densityplot (darker/blueshade=alphaand lighter/
green shade=beta spin orientation) and the corresponding localized Lewis-
like resonance structures for the OST η1-superoxo-PdI intermediate 4 3O2.

Figure 6. Ball-and-stick models of the MECP. Hydrogen atoms have
been removed from the en ligand for clarity.

Figure 7. Ball-and-stick models of CSS intermediate 5 3C2H4 (top
structures) and transition-state [5/C2H4]

TS (bottom structures). Hydro-
gen atoms have been removed from the en ligand for clarity.

(38) Smith, D. W.; Andrews, L. J. Chem. Phys. 1974, 60, 81–85.
(39) Heppner, D. E.; Gherman, B. F.; Tolman, W. B.; Cramer, C. J.

Dalton Trans. 2006, 4773–4782.
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examined geometries along the intrinsic reaction co-
ordinate defined by transition state [5/C2H4]

TS (Support-
ing Information, Figure S2). Over the CSS surface, elec-
tron density is transferred from the ethylene ligand to
the Pd center, as determined by natural charge analysis
(Table 1). The reverse is true for displacement of dioxygen
from complex 5 (cf. krev, eq 2). Namely, a dz2-like Pd orbi-
tal attacks the π* orbital of ethylene as depicted by the
principal natural-bond-orbital interaction in 5C/C2H4, a
structure obtained from the intrinsic reaction coordinate
connecting [5/C2H4]

TS to 5 and C2H4 (Figure 8).
Similarity betweenAssociativeOxygenation andAlkene-

Alkene Exchange at Pd(η2-alkene) Complexes. We have
previously reported experimental and computational
studies of the mechanism of alkene substitution reactions
involving the Pd(η2-alkene) complexes 2X (see Introduc-
tion, eq 3).7 The electronic effects on the rate of these alkene
substitution reactions contradicted the classical mechan-
ism for associative ligand substitution reactions, which
involves interaction of the highest occupied molecular
orbital (HOMO) of the incoming ligand (alkene, in this
case) with the metal-based lowest unoccupied mole-
cular orbital (LUMO). Rather, the studies revealed that
electron-rich Pd0 species 2X interacts most strongly with
the incoming ligand via donation of electron density
from Pd into the π* orbital of the incoming alkene
(Figure 9). These insights underlie the description of these

reactions as “inverse-electron-demand” ligand substitution
reactions.
Although dioxygen and alkenes have different spin

states and redox potentials, the orbital interactions that
guide exchange reactions at Pd(η2-alkene) and Pd(η2-O2)
complexes present similar profiles. For exchange of Pd-
(η2-alkene) with another alkene or O2, the initial interac-
tion involves charge transfer from a Pd-based lone pair
into theπ* orbital of the substrate (Figures 10A and 10B).
Displacement of O2 from PdII(η2-O2) species by electron-
deficient alkenes (Figure 10C, cf. eq 2, krev) exhibits
similar donor (Pd lone pair) to acceptor (alkene π*)
orbital interactions.40 These similarities overshadow dif-
ferences in fact, such as the open-shell triplet character of
O2 with a singly occupied π* acceptor versus the closed-
shell alkene with an empty π* acceptor orbital, and in
formalism, such as the change in Pd oxidation state for
reactions that lose or gain O2 versus the retention of Pd0

oxidation state for alkene-alkene exchange reactions.
The similarity between dioxygen and alkenes is further

emphasized by inspection of the overall mechanisms of

Table 1.NBO-Derived Natural Charges for the (en)Pd Fragment, Ethylene, And
Dioxygen along the Calculated Closed-Shell Singlet Total Energy Surface for
Ethylene Association/Dissociation at Complex 5a

5 3C2H4 [5/C2H4]
TS 5C/C2H4 5þC2H4

(en)Pd þ1.04 þ1.01 þ0.97 þ0.93
C2H4 -0.11 -0.08 -0.01 0.00
O2 -0.93 -0.93 -0.96 -0.93

a See Supporting Information, Figure S2.

Figure 8. NBOView plots illustrating the principal orbital interactions
along the closed-shell-singlet total energy surface. 5C/C2H4 (dPd-C(proximal) =
3.5Å), see Supporting Information, Figure S2.

Figure 10. Comparative illustration of the similar frontier-orbital
donor-acceptor interactions in (A) oxygenation at Pd0(η2-alkene), (B)
associative alkene substitution at Pd0(η2-alkene) and (C) “oxidatively-
induced” reductive elimination of dioxygen from PdII(η2-O2).

40

Figure 9. NBOView plot illustrating the principal orbital interaction
involved in the degenerate ethylene exchange transition state at (di)Pd(η2-
C2H4) (di = ethylenediimine).7b

Figure 11. Qualitative depiction of the associative reaction coordinates
for (A) oxygenation and (B) degenerate exchange of ethylene at Pd0(η2-
C2H4).Thedashedand solid lines refer to the triplet and singlet free energy
surfaces, respectively.
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their reactions with (en)Pd0(C2H4) (Figure 11). Both
pathways proceed through singlet pseudo-octahedral in-
termediates. The resemblance tomore-traditional octahe-
dral metal centers draws attention to the π-acidic nature
of both O2 and alkenes in their interaction with the Pd
center. The main difference in the pathways arises from
the differing electronic structures for triplet dioxygen and
singlet alkene. For dioxygen, single-electron-transfer
from Pd to a singly occupied π* orbital is enthalpically
favored, and thus yields a PdI(η1-superoxide) intermedi-
ate (4 3O2). An analogous η1 intermediate is not formed in
the reaction of the alkene; rather, species resembling the
η1 intermediate are formed as a transition state leading to
formation of the pseudo-octahedral intermediate. In fact,
this transition state closely resembles theMECP structure
on the O2 reaction pathway, which connects the η1-super-
oxide adduct to the pseudo-octahedral (en)Pd(η2-O2)(η

2-
alkene) intermediate.

Conclusion

This DFT study builds upon our previous experimen-
tal and computational studies and illustrates important
mechanistic features of the reaction of O2 with Pd0-alkene

complexes. The work reinforces our prior suggestion that
simple alkenes and molecular oxygen react at Pd via similar
pathways,3d,9 and the studies provide a useful model for
understanding the nature of interaction between Pd and
molecular oxygen.41 The formation of a PdI(η1-superoxide)
intermediate, which was identified previously from computa-
tional analysis of the reaction of O2 with a simple (en)Pd0

fragment, is also evident in the reaction of O2 with the experi-
mentally more-relevant (en)Pd(η2-C2H4) complex. This in-
termediate appears to facilitate the reaction of triplet O2 with
a closed-shell transition-metal center by delocalizing spin
density onto the metal center, thereby reducing the energy
gap between the triplet and singlet spin surfaces. Extension of
this study toward the direct examination of the reactivity of
dioxygen and benzoquinone at Pd0 species bearing catalyti-
cally relevant ancillary ligands is presently underway.
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